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IsalAn xxvi. 3. 


ie Thou wilt keep him in perfect Peace, 
cc whoſe Mind 1s ſtay'd On thee 3 
c becauſe he truſteth in thee.” 


HE great Sovereign of Life and Death 
having ſeen fit to remove, out of our 
World, the Soul of a moſt deſireable and 
valuable Relation to your dear Paſtor 3 
and there being no publick Worſhip at preſent in 
that Place, where the Deceaſed when living ſtate 
ly attended ; it is thought proper to improve her 
Death in this Aſſembly, by a Diſcourſe on the Words 
now read. Who knows but it may be ſo ordered, 
for the ſpecial Benefit of ſome that ſtatedly attend in 
this Place? And I would hope that others, who 
are come purely upon this Occaſion, are well diſ- 
poſed to gain ſome Advantage by what they ſhall 
now hear. 

This Text was much upon the Heart of the good 
Creature that is gone; who therefore deſired it 
might be preach'd upon, and recommended to 
others at her Death : And bleſſed are they who live 
and die in the believing Application of it as ſhe did. 


I will not now ſtay upon the Context, but imme- 


diately fix your Thoughts on the Words themſelves, 
by ſhewing, 


I. What it is to have a Mind ſtay'd on Go, 
according to the Scripture Account of this Matter. 


II. The Care which God hath of the Peace of 
ſuch a Mind. Thou wilt keep him in Peace, Peace 3 
A2 a He- 


: EY 
a Hebrew Phraſe that is well tranſlated perfect 


Peace. 


III. The Foundation of this Peace, and the Rea- 
ſon of God's Care about it to keep it. Becauſe 
« he rr in thee.“ eee? 


A right Truſt in God doth not only, in the very 
Exerciſe of it, promote the Peace and Serenity of 
the Mind; but it is a Reaſon why Gop himſelf 
ſhould be the Guardian and Preſerver of that Sere- 
nity. And there is no ſuch Thing as perfect Peace, 
Peace inward and outward, without looking to 
Gop as the Keeper of it ; which muſt be done, by 
ſtaying our Minds upon him, as he hath taught and 


encouraged us. to do. Let us therefore conſider 
briefly, 


I. What it is to have a Mind ftay'd on Gop, ac- 
cording to the Scripture Account of it. 


This bleſſed State is deſcribed in the general, by 
forſaking all lying Vanities and falſe Truſts: And 
by bringing the Mind to an intire Dependence on 
the Nature and Perfections, the Providence and 
Government, the Word and Promiſes of God. 
« Bleſſed is the Man that maketh the Lord his 
« Truſt, and reſpecteth not the Proud, nor ſuch as 
« turn aſide to Lies, P/al. xl. 4.” A Mind reſ- 
cued from Pride and falſe Dependencies, muſt be 
actually brought to commit it ſelf and all its Con- 
cerns to God, rather chooſing to be led by him, 
than pretending in any thing to direct him. There 
muſt be a ſteady referring to the laſt Tue of Things, 
under all the Changes of this Lite. And there 
muſt be a continual Hope and Expectation of its 
being well with the Righteous in general, whatever 
be the Aſpect of our own private Affairs, or the 
State of Things in the World. LA 


Ys. 


[5s] 


1. A Mind ftay'd on God muſt be reſcued from 
all falſe Truſts, Nothing is more vehemently in- 
ſiſted on, than this, throughout the whole Ceurſe 
of Scripture. | 

It is expreſly required, That no Man ſhould 
truſt in Yickedneſs. That is, in any infidel Notions, 
or practically caſting off the Fear and Worſhip of 
God. In ſuch Caſes, deſtructive Evils are produced, 
Men do nat know, or take Account, from whence 
they ariſe ; and therefore it is ſaid, ſudden Deſolation 
cometh upon them. See Jai. xlvii. 10, 11. It is 
a wicked and forbidden Thing to truſt in Oppreſſion, 
« Tho? there be ever ſo much/Wiſdom, or Power, 
«« or Intereſt, to bear down others.“ P/al. Ixii. 10. 

Another falſe Truſt warned againſt is, the Mul- 
titude of Riches, Pſal. Iii. 7. Which are at beſt, and 
in the greateſt Poſſeſſion of them, uncertain Things. 
1 Tim. vi. 17. They are often retained by the 
Owners thereof to their Hurt. They excite Envy 
and Hatred many times, inſtead of procuring Love. 
They make Men proud and paſſionate, ungrateful, 
luxurious and ſenſual, and thusexpoſethem to the Diſ- 
pleaſure of God, as well as to the Envy of their 
fellow Creatures, to Robberies and Murders.—And 
when Goods laid up for many Years make the Soul 
think of nothing but taking its Eaſe, then comes 
the unexpected Summons to die, and give up all. — 
Therefore all Truſt in theſe periſbing Enjoyments, 
is to be renounced for the ſake of Truſt in God, 
conſidered as the living God, and as the Giver of 
all Things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. vi. 17. 

The Scripture alſo forbids a glorying in Wiſdom, 
leaning to a Man's own Underſtanding, or truſting 
in his own Heart, Spirit, or Courage. See Ferem, 
IX. 23, 24. 

Staying the Mind upon human Friendſhip, and 
looking for great Things from Man and from an 
Arm of Fleſh, hath in Scripture a Curſe denounced 


againſt 


"4 
_ againſt it. Jerem. xvii; 5. The Fray alſo of Men, 
is oppoſed to Truſt in God. The Fear of Man 


« bringeth a Snare; but whoſo putteth his-Truft 
« in the Lord ſhall be ſafe.” Prov. xxix. 25; 


See Jaiab ii. 11, 22. Where the greateſt Abilities 


are, there are often the unkindeſt and moſt ungene- 
rous Hearts. Yea, where the greateſt Profeſſions 
of Reſpect and Friendſhip are made tos, in ſome 
Parts of Life, yet through the Fickleneſs of Tem- 
pers, Change of Circumſtances, Forgetfulneſs of 
former - Obligations, or Prejudices raifed and 
ſtrengthened by ſome new Friends and Acquaintance, 
or new Ways of thinking, there is no Wi the 
Mind upon any human Promiſes or Expectations. 


2. A Mind delivered from falſe Truſts muſt be 
ſtay'd on God, by its having a realizing, practical 
Apprehenſion of the divine Perfettions, They that 
know the NAME of God, —— duly conſidering his 
Wiſdom, Power, Goodnets, Faithtulneſs, and all 
that goes to make up his great Name, and to give 
a true notion of Gop,—they will put their Truſt in 
him. There is a great deal of Difference betwrxt 
hearing and talking of the Attributes of God, and 
a conſtant living upon them, and applying our 
Thoughts to them, under ali the Duties and Diffi- 
culties of Life. This is implied in ſtaying the Mind 
on God. 


3. Where the Mind is ſtay'd on Gop, there 
mult be a firm Perſuaſion of his ſuperintending Pro- 
vidence. Our bleſſed Saviour hath taught us to eye 
this in every thing that relates to our Bodies ; the 
forming of them, the Stature of them, their Food and 
Raiment, and all that relates to their Life or Death. 
Our Souls and Spirits are alſo his Care, and the 
Objects of ſpecial Favour, and are declared to be 
of exceeding Worth and Dignity under the Goſpel 

| Covenant, 
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Covenant. So that in Chriſt Jeſus we are en - 
ed to commit our Souls unto Gop, as a faithful 
Creator; and tg take no uneaſy, anxious Thought 
about this Life, and the Events of it in Futurity ; 
but to rely on the Care and Providence of God, in 


a dutiful and prudent Management of ourſelves and 
our Affairs. y 


4. A Mind ſtay'd on God muſt have a continual 
Eye to his Word. There is no Doubt but divine 
Providence directs all Events to ſome Ends, that 
are ſuited to the Character of God as ſupreme Go- 
vernour of the World. "Theſe Ends are moſt clear- 
ly and certainly diſcovered to us in his Word: To 
promote and ſecure which, all the Wheels of Pro- 
vidence are at work. And by a careful Study of 
Scripture and Providence together, we ſhall find an 
admirable Beauty in ſome Things that befal us, and 
others about us, which otherwiſe we ſhould be apt 
to blame as Detects or Errors in Providence. A 
Mind ſtay'd on God can ſay, 4+ Thou ſbalt guide 
«« me with hy Counſel, and afterward receive me to 
e Glory.” Pal. Ixxiii. 24. | 


. A Mind ſtay'd on God, doth actually commit 
it ſelf, and all its Concernments to him. This it 
doth by Covenant-Surrenders, and Dedications 
and by daily and continual Prayers. The great 
and main Deſign of Prayer, is to make the Mind 
wiſe and good, eaſy and happy, by Converſes 
with the other World, and with the wiſeſt and beſt of 
Beings there; and by drawing down Communicati- 
ons of Grace from thence, to form the Soul for the 
Society and Employments of that glorious State : 
But as to all Events in this Life, Prayer is appoint- 
ed to be the Way of our committing them wholly 
to the wiſe Governour of us and of all things; 


bringing our Wills to Gop's, and not fo much as 
6 aiming 


329 
aiming at 2 rning and directing his Will, 
ours. 8. Thi too true Meanin of the Word D. 
votion; and in this Way the Scripture directs to 
ſtay the Mind on God. Pbil. iv. 6, 7 % Be care- 
« ful for nothing, but in every Thing by Prayer 
« and Supplication with Thankſgiving, let your 
© Requeſts be made known unto God.” Then 
ebſerve what follqws, as it ſtands connected with 
fuch an intire committing all Things to God.— 
« And the Peace of which paſſeth all Under- 
« ſtanding, ſhall keep your Hea earts and Minds 
ic thro* Chriſt Jeſus.” 


6. There muſt be a ſteady referring to the laſt 
Up/oot of Things. We ſhould look to that State 
which is beyond the Grave, all the white that we 


are travelling to it, and as we go thro all the 


Changes of this World. However, one or other 
particular Scene, and Condition of Life, —_ ap- 
pear to us; yet we are to depend upon the 

of that R of St. Paul, when all Things 
are conſidered together, that they will work to a 
good End. We know that all Things, (how- 
ever they may appear ſe Parately, yet) work toge- 
« ther for good to them that love God, to them 
« who are the called according to his Purpoſe : 

Rom. viii. 28. i. e. who are effectually called into 
the Chriſtian Covenant and Kingdom, and to the 
Hope of eternal Life in Chrift Jeſus. 

I'll add but one Thing more under this Head, 
viz. in ſtaying the Mind on God, there is a con- 
tinual Expectation of its being well with the Righte- 
ous, and with the Church of Gop, even in Times 
of publick Calamities and Deſdations. Salvation is 
promiſed to the People of God in general, what- 
ever be the Aſpect of our private Affairs, or the 
ſtate of Things in the World. A Mind ftay*d on 


ruth 


God, will ſtill look for a better and happier _ 
. of 
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of his Church, and his own Time; and will take 
great Pleaſure in the Thought, whether it come in 
the preſent Age or not. The Viſion is for an 
« appointed Time, but at the End it ſhall ſpeak 
« and not lie: Though it tarry, wait for it ; be- 
« cauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry beyond 
« the fixed Time. Habak, ii. if 

The ſetting of one Church againſt another, and 
one Party of Chriſtians againſt another, is a grievous 
Deſtroyer of ſpiritual Peace. Enmity and an un- 


forgiving Temper prevents a Mind and Heart from 


being brought to a ſtuy d and comfortable Reliance 
on God. Chriſtians ſerting themſelves againft and 
condemning one another, is a great Hindrance of 
Good to them all. This occaſions the Delay of many 
Bleſſings, which are to crown their wnited State, and 
which are only to be produced by their Union. The 
Prophet Iſaiah in many Places foretells a very hap- 

y and glorious State of the Church of Chriſt : And 
24 Expreſſion in our Text of ſtaying the Mind on 
God, may very well be extended to the Propheſies 
and Promiſes which deſcribe that State. But I muſt - 
not enlarge upon this, . 


IT. Let us now proceed to conſider the Care 
which Gop takes of the Peace of ſuch a Mind. 

If you look to the 1ſt Verſe of the Chapter where 
our Text is, the Preſervation of a good Man's Peace 
is placed, „in that Salvation which God will ap- 
« point for Walls and Bulwarks.” God's imme- 
diate Protection ſhall be inftead of Walls and Fences: 
And his Covenant with his People, puts them into 
ſuch a State as may well be termed Salvation. They 
ſhall hereby be rendered as ſafe, as if their Walls 
were Salvation it ſelf. In the Verſe before our Text, 
the People who enter into ſuch a State of Peace, are 
deſcribed by their being a righteous Nation. For 
there is no Peace to the Wicked and VO. 

n 


SE. 

And they are ſuch as keep the Truth. The Hebrew 
Word is plural, the righteous Nation which keepeth 
Truths, even all the Truths of God. Thus becom- 
ing rigbteous, and keeping God's Truths in Doctrines 
and Precepts, God will keep the Peace of ſuch. 
Thou wilt keep him in Peace, Peace: He ſhall 
have both inward and outward Peace. But as we 
took notice before, the Repetition of the Word 
Peace in the Hebrew Language ſignifies the ſame 
Thing with complete or perfect Peace in our Lan- 
guage. 8 
God that worketh Salvation for the Righteous 
will guard it. He that gives Peace to the Mind 
which is ſtay'd on him, will alſo kzep that Peace, 
ſo as that however it may ſeem to be interrupted on 
ſome Occaſions, and under ſome Temptations, yet 
it ſhall not be utterly broken and deſtroy'd. Gd 
keeps and perfects the Peace of the Righteous, Who 
ſtay their Minds on him, four Ways. 


1. By his Word, to which there is a faithful teddy 
Adherence. Keeping the Truth, is one Way, by 
which Peace is kept. God hath ſpecially provided 
.for our Peace by the Scripture, to which if we have 
a conſcientious. and ſteddy Regard, we ſhall walk 
ſafely, and nothing ſhall become a ſtanding Offence 
or Uneaſineſs, and Scandal to us. Great Peace 
« have they that love thy Law, and nothing ſhall 
«© offend them. P/. cxix. 165. The Hebrew is, they 
ſhall have uo Stumbling-Block. Dt oaths 
In the Word of God we have the wiſeſt and beſt 
Rules for Peace. Here we are taught to fix our End 
right; which is a great Eaſe to the Mind, and frees 
it from many Uncertainties and Doubtings, both in 
Contrivances and Conduct. One fixed ſteddy In- 
tention—and then the whole Body is full of Light. 
The Kingdom of Gop and his Righteouſneſs firſt, 
And then the Addition of other Things, * 
2 | 
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E xx 9 
The Wordof Gopalſo makes our Way plain before 
us. It directs our Actions fo as to ſecure our End. 
It is ſuch a Rule as preſerveth from many Snares, 
Dangers, and Diſappointments, that others, who for- 
ſake or neglect it fall into. There cannot be a bet- 
ter Method of preſerving our Peace than this, ye 
fall obſerve to do as the Lord your God hath com- 
manded you, ye ſhall not turn aſide to the right Hand 
or to the left, Deut. v. 32. They that walk by this 
Rule, when applied to the Goſpel, and as far as 
they have attained to the Knowledge of their Duty 
as new Creatures in Chriſt Feſus, Peace is pronounced 
on them. Gal. vi. 15, 16. ; 

But then further, in the Word of God we have 
ſpecial Promiſes of being delivered from thoſe Things 
that would rob us of our Peace. The Scripture aſ- 
ſures us, of Gop's being merciful to our Unrighte- 
ouſneſs and our Sins; comforting under our Aflicti- 
ons; ſuccouring us under the Temptations of the 

Devil, and enabling us to conquer ; faving from 
ſpiteful and «unreaſonable Men; and being a preſent 
Help in every Time of Trouble. At the lame Time 
that our Saviour ſays, << In the World ye ſhall have 
« Tribulation,” he preſently adds, „but be of 

« good Cheer, I have overcome the World.” John 
xvi. 33. The Things he had ſpoken were delivered 

and are recorded for this very Purpoſe, that in him we 
might have Peace. If neither Sin, nor Aflictions, nor 

the Enmity of Men or Devils, nor worldly Cares and 

Troubles, nor Doubtfulne/s and diſtruſtful Fears in 

our own Minds, ſhall prevail above the Help and 


Comfort that Gop promiſeth to ſuch as Keep his 


Truth ; ſurely we muſt ſay, that there is ſufficient 
Proviſion made againſt the Power of every thing 
that would deſtroy the Peace of a Chriſtian's Mind. 
Yet it is further to be added, 


B2 2. God 


| 


take away. 


2. God keeps the Peace of a Mind that is ſtay'd 
on him, by the inward powerful Aids and Confola- 
tions of his Good Spirit. | 

This Spirit acts the Part of an Advocate for God 
and Chriſt in our Hearts. Shews us the great 
Things of God revealed in Scripture, teacheth us to 
apply them, and reſt aſſured of their Truth. He 
is a renewing Spirit, helping us to ſubdue tumultu- 
ous Paſſions and Affections, and to mortify the Deeds 
of the Fleſh. And it is a great Part of this Spirit's | 
Office, to be a Comforter to us; under all the Hea- 
vineſs and Sadneſs of our Hearts, pointing out to us 
thoſe Conſolations which belong to us as Chriſtians, 
and enabling us to rejoice in them. The Fruit of 
the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, &c. Gal. v. 22. 

Where this is not taken into the Account of God's 
keeping the Peace of that Mind that is ſtay'd on 
him, our Peace will be very uncertain, and will fall 
vaſty ſhort of that firm and laſting Peace which our 
bleſſed Saviour bequeaths as a Legacy to his Follow- 
ers; a Peace which the World can neither give, nor 


* 


3, God does, by his Providence, take Care of the 

Peace of ſuch as ſtay their Minds on him. 
Whilſt his good Spirit guards and keeps the Peace 
from inbred Mutinies, and Corruptions, his good 
Providence poiſeth and balanceth Things about us, 
ſetting Proſperity and Adverſity moſt wiſely one 
againſt the other. 

We are not to expect that Providence will pro- 
mote and keep our Peace by effecting Things in an 
extraordinary way, when the ordinary Methods of 
it are ſufficient, If any Occurrences which would 
deſtroy our Peace, are ſuch only as are common 10 
Men; or the natural Effects and Conſequences of 
our own Actions, and ariſe from ſuch Stations, Cir- 
cumſtances, or Relations as we have choſen, or fall'n 


into; 
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into ; then we are to look for and ſecure inward 
Peaee by ſubmitting to the ſettled Order and Courſe 
of Things, and to thoſe particular Diſpoſals of Pro- 
vidence that hath ſeen fit we ſhould be /o or /o cir- 
cumſtanced and ſituated in Life. By due regards 
to the Word of God, and the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
we may find ſomething in every Diſpenſation of 
Providence that ſhall ſtill tend to promote our main 
End, viz. the Salvation of our Souls, and in this 
we may be at Peace. 

But beſides this, Providence doth ſo poiſe Things, 
even in its ordinary Methods, as to ſend in Com- 
forts and Encouragements one Way, when Things 
that are grievous and threaten quite to overthrow 
our Peace befall us another Way. 

What is wanting in one Friend or Relation, is 
ſometimes ſupplied by the Goodneſs and Kindneſs 
of another. What is grievous and perverſe in one, 
is ſometimes more than poiſed by what is grateful 
and ſerviceable in another. Thoſe Things that ex- 
cite Trouble in one Situation of Life, may be fully 
ballanced, if not outweighed, by thoſe Things that 
raiſe Eſteem and give Pleaſure in another Situation. 
The want of Health and of a Conſtitution to under- 
take ſome of the honourable or gainful Employments 
of Life, may be an Occaſion of turning to Ways of 
Living that have leſs Temptation, and more Op- 
portunities for cultivating the Mind, and promoting 
its Welfare, The Want of Beauty, or Wealth, or 
thoſe worldly Poſſeſſions which are the Lot of ſome, 
may be made up to others by a happier Genius, and 
by ſome greater Endowments of Mind. And the 
Want of natural Sagacity and Genius may alſo, on 
the other Hand, be ſupplied by ſome outward Ad- 
vantages, or acquired Abilities, By ſuch Methods 
and Diſpoſals as theſe, the ordinary Care of Provi- 
gence doth a great deal to ſecure our Peace. 


If 
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If after all, extraordinary or Things 
ievous to an uncommon degree, overtake and 
gi upon a good Man, ſo that he is at his very 
Wit's End, he is then encouraged to look for 
ſpecial and uncommon Interpoſitions of Providence. 
hte hence aroſe that . reſſion amongſt 
the Jews, < In the Mount it ſhall be ſeen.” Gen. 
XXii. 14. Thus when the common Methods of Re- 
dreſs failed, the Prophet ſays, „ the Lord faw it, 
« and it difpleaſed him that there was no Judg: 
« ment: And he ſaw that there was no Man, and 
« wondered that there was no Interceſſor; therefore 
« his Arm brought Salvation unto him, and his 
« Righteouſneſs it ſuſtained him. 7/az. lix. 15, 16. 
According to theſe Accounts of the Providence 
of Gop, ordinary and extraordinary, God takes 
Care to keep the Peace of that Mind that is ſtay'd 
on him, 


God keeps the Peace of them that ſtay their 
Minds on him, by uniting them, ſo as to love and 
comfort one another. 

Though there ever were, and, while Souls dwell 
in ſuch Bodies as theſe, ever will be, different Senti- 
ments amongſt them that make the Scriptures their 
main Study, as well as amongſt thoſe who follow 
other Studies; and though there be various Modes of 
Worſhip, and great Varieties in Practice; yet a 
Mind that truly believes the Word of God, and is 
under the Conduct of the Spirit of Truth, and that 

th a careful Regard to rovidence, and an ac- 

nowledged 5 upon it, will be always 
ready to unite with thoſe that agree in the main Points 
of Religion. There is nothing breaks, and diſunites 
Jo much, as various Truſts and Dependencies. But 
where Men are quite free from earthly and arty De- 
pendencies of all Kinds, and have one and the ſame 
Reſolution to wait on God, and expect their Salva- 
: tion 


— 


= 1 ; 
tion intirely from him, this is the ſtrongeſt, ſureſt 
Cement of Hearts. By this Union God doth, as it 
were with inviſible Bands, maintain Peace amongſt 
all truly good Men, notwithſtanding their being at 
Variance ſometimes about Things external, and of 
leſs importance in Religion, 

The Spirit of Gop, and the Spirit of this World, 
*tis certain, never can unite. For the World is en- 
mity to God; and the Spirit that worketh in the 
Children of this World is directly oppoſite to the Spi- 
rit of the Goſpel. Both theſe are ſaid [eveyev] to 
be accompliſhing their different Purpoſes by a migh- 
ty Energy, carrying ſtrongly the Thoughts and En- 

eavours of Men, for Heaven or Earth, as they are 
under the different Power and Agency of theſe con- 
trary Spirits. So that whenever any Conteſts ariſe 
in the World, in which the Spirits of Men are to 
be influenced by theſe great inviſible Agents, to 
unite on one Side or t'other, in order to produce 
or hinder any great Event, God keeps the Minds 
of thoſe that are ſtay'd on him in a Unity of Affecti- 
on, comforting and encouraging one another, and 
promoting each others Peace under all the Hatreds 
and ill Ulage of the World. 3 
The Scripture, indeed, tells us, that when Ini- 
Guity abounds, the Love of many waxeth cold. 
And there 1s nothing diſturbs the Peace of a Man 
whoſe Mind is continually directed to God, lo 
much, as to ſee a growing Diſaffection to the Things 
of God, and growing Diviſions upon worldly Ac- 


counts, But yet God preſerves the Piety and Peace 


of the Wiſe and Faithful, by enabling them to lay 
aſide their leſſer Differences upon great Occaſions, 
and to go into healing Meaſures, that they may 

rovoke one another to Love and good Works. 
He brings thoſe that are of one Soul and one Heart 
to converſe freely and delightfully one with another. 
And a few thus united in evil Times are 'a great 


Support 
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Support and Comfort to each other. Their Peace 
may be as perfect in the Way of their Duty, tho? 


few in Number; and they may as firmly agree to 
ſtand up for God, againſt the Workers of Iniquity, 


and to be Witneſſes for him againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Infidelity, as if their Number was greater. 
In thus uniting they may have great Peace and Joy, 


amidſt great Difficulties and Contempt, 


Theſe are the Ways by which God promotes and 
maintains the Peace of ſuch as ſtay their Minds on 


him. | | 


III. General Head is, That the Foundation of a 
good Man's Peace, and the Reaſon of God's keeping 
it, is that Truſt which is repoſed in him. 

From the Account given of ſtaying the Mind on 
Gop, we may learn what it is to fruſt in him. The 
Mind that is ſtay'd by ſuch Exerciſes of Truſt as 
thoſe before mentioned is kept in Peace by that ve 
Truſt; and becauſe it thus truſteth, and ſtayet 
the Thoughts on Gop, he will keep its Peace. The 
Hebrew Particle 9, is ſometimes rendered if, and 
when, which in our Text 1s rendered becauſe. If 
we read the Words, thou wilt keep him in perfect 
Peace whoſe Mind is ſtay*d on thee, upon his Con- 
dition that he truſt in thee, or when he truſteth in 
thee, they then deſcribe the Qualification and State 
of that Mind that enjoys this Bleſſing. If we read 
the Words as they ſtand in our Tranſlation, «+ Thou 
wilt keep him in Peace, Btcavse he truſteth in 
ce thee,” then they lead us to conſider what there is 
in truſting God, that ſhould be a Reaſon for his keep- 
ing ſuch in Peace. | 


1. We may conſider a divine Truſt, as it qualifies 

a Soul for Peace. It frees the Mind from thoſe 

Things that hinder its Peace. Such as Pride, and 

Deceit, Self-Confidence, Human-Confidence, = * 
in 


5 

ſinful Reliances on uncertain and periſhing Enjoy- 
ments. A religious Truſt alſo puts the Mind into 
ſuch a happy Frame, as to be ſatisfied in itſelt, and 
with every thing that God 1s pleaſed to appoinr. 
A Mind that hath a great deal of Truſt is common- 
ly a very eaſy Mind; whereas, on the other Hand, 
a Mind that is perpetually diftruſtful, is a diſturbed 
reſtleſs Mind. To truſt in God therefore 1s really 
to get out of a diſturbed State, and to be actually 
in a State of Peace and Reſt in our ſelves. But, 


2. We may alſo conſider Truſt in God as it is a 
Reaſon for his Care about us, and keeping us in 
perfect Peace. He hath expreſly promiſed, and hath 
often repeated the Promiſes, that ſuch as truſt in 
him ſhall not be aſhamed, and that they ſhall not be 
left and forſaken by him. And therefore, becauſe 
there is ſuch a Truſt as God hath engaged himſelf 
to own and honour in his Word, that is a Reaſon 
to him why he ſhould keep the Peace of a Mind 
ſtaying it ſelf on him. A Soul confiding in God 
ſhall, on two Accounts, or, for two very good Rea- 
ſons, be preſerved from deſolating Evils, and from 
the Loſs of its Peace. Namely, becauſe God will no: 
have a religious Truſt to be diſgraced, and become 
utterly contemptible in the World: And alſo, becauſe 
he cannot give up thoſe that hope and confide in 
his Mercy, to become heartleſs and diſcouraged in 
themſelves. When he ſees them ſinking, he is then 
ſaid to give Power to the Faint; and to them that 
have no Might he increaſeth Strength. Even the 
Youths ſhall faint and be weary, and the young Men 
ſhall utterly fall: But they that wait upon the Lord 
ſhall renew their Strength. Iſai. xl. latter end. 

Theſe Things deſerve to be enlarged on, and will 
afford great Encouragement in the Ways of Religi- 
on, notwithſtanding all the Diſcouragements that 

C are 


[218 ] 
are thrown upon Hope and Truſt in God by an un- 
believing, ſenſual and perverſe Generation. 


But the Time now remaining will only allow a 


few Things to be added by way of ApPpLica Ton, 


1. We may learn from what has been ſaid, the 


State of a Mind that 1s truly religious. It is not 
doubtful and unſettled as to its main Dependance 
and Hope, whether God or this World ſhall be 
relied on: All Debates are overcome betwixt the 
Service of Gop, and Mammon. The Heart is de- 
termined for Gop. It is not ſlaviſhly afraid of the 
Deity, or of the Wrath to come, placing all Re- 
ligion in the Exerciſes of Repentance, and grieving 
under the Burdens and Evils of Life, but in riſing to 
a comfortable, cheerful Truſt in God. True Religion 
is not a wavering uncertain 'Thing, attended to on- 
ly by Fits and Starts; but it is a ſtaying the Mind 
on God. So that a Mind truly pious, is a ſtayed Mind, 
and it becomes ſuch by ſetting the Lord always be- 
fore it. << TI have ſet the Lord always before me; 
« becauſe he is at my Right-hand, I ſhall not be 
«-moved.” Pſal. xvi. 8. 


2, When we in againſt God, we ſee the Reaſon 
of our Spirits becoming reſtleſs and uneaſy. By de- 
parting from God, the Mind loſeth its Stay and 
Comfort; and the further ſuch Departures go, the 
more difficult 1s it to return, and to overcome the 
Apprehenſions of the divine Diſpleaſure ſo as to 
venture afreſh to ſtay itſelf on God. But till it does 
return, however it may amuſe itſelf to keep out 
uneaſy Thoughts, yet it will find no rational and 
laſting Reſt. If we have any Proofs of the Mer- 
cy of God to us, in delivering our Lives when in 
Danger of Death, and helping us when brought 
low, ſuch Inſtances of ſparing reſtoring 2 
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ſhould make us ſay as the Pſalmiſt does, Return 
« unto thy Reſt, O my Soul! for the Lord hath 


dealt bountifully with thee.” P/al. cxvi. 7. 


3. We ſhould look upon it as a Matter of very 


I ju and great Concern, that there is ſo little Truſt 


in God, even amongſt thoſe who are counted the 
People of God themſelves in our Day. What kind 
of falſe Truſt is there againſt which the Scripture 
warns us, that one or other even of thoſe that pro- 
feſs to fear and worſhip God do not run into? What 
human or worldly Confidences are not good Men 
carried, by one Means or other, to fix an undue 
Dependance upon. This makes ſuch immoderate 
Sorrow as many give way to, when the Perſons or 
Things on which they too much ſtayed their Minds 
are removed from them. And this occaſions ſuch 
following the Manners and Ways of rich and worldly 
People, and following evil Cuſtoms and Faſhions, 
becauſe many expect more from theſe Things, than 
from a ſteddy Reliance on God, and an Adherence 
to his Word, 

In this we are too much like Ephraim of old, 
and have reaſon to fear the Wo denounced againſt 
him. Ephraim is like a filly Dove without Heart; 
« they call to Egypt, they go to Aſſyria : Wo unto 
e them, for they have fled from me: Deſtruction 
* unto them, becauſe they have tranſgreſſed againſt 
% me; though I have redeemed them, yet they 
have ſpoken Lies againſt me. They have not 
cried unto ME with their Heart, when they howl- 
ed upon their Beds: they aſſemble themſelves for 
“Corn and Wine, and they rebel againſt ME: 
They return, but not to the Moſt High, they 
are like a deceitful BoW.“ Hof. vii. 11, &c. 


4. We may learn from God's keeping the Peace 
of a Mind that is ſtay'd on him, how every Man 
| C 2 that 
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that enjoys this Bleſſing” ought to look, after it himſelf. 


God will not Keep that for us, that we grow careleſs 
about, and do not know how to value for ourſelves. 
In the very ſame Ways by which God is the Guar- 
dian and Giver of Peace, we are to look after the 
Preſervation of it. Namely : 

By keeping his Truths, and diligently obſerving 
his Word; that our governing Ends and Aims may 
be ſuch as the Scriptures direct; and that all our 
Actions, and the Courle of our Lives may be ac- 
cording, to the Rules and Examples there ſet before 
us. If we are carried from the Scriptures, the Ene- 
mies of our Peace will attack us from every Quarter, 
and ſoon be too hard for us. Unleſs thy Law 
had been my Delight, I ſhould then have periſh- 
« ed in mine Affliction.“ P/al, cxix. 92. 

We ſhould allo carefully obſerve the Diſpoſal of 
Things in the ordinary Methods of Providence; 
that when our Peace is ſtruck at by ſome things, 
we may take Encouragement from others. And 
when complicated Evils bear upon us in a Manner 
that threatens quite to overſet us, we may then look 


and pray for more /pecial and ſignal Appearances of 
Providence on our. Behalf. 


We ſhould withal Conſider the great Office and 
Work of the $P1R1T of God in the Hearts of Men. 
We ſhould pray to God for this holy and free Spirit: 
P/al. li. 12. And ſhould watch carefully againſt 
thoſe Senſualities, and Paſſions, that would grieve 
him away from us. Eph. iv. 30. | 

For the Preſervation of our Peace, we are alſo to 
mark tholc that caz/e Diviſions in the Chriſtian World, 
and avoid them, And when Differences multiply, 
and Contentions grow warm and ſtrong, we ſhould 
then keep our Minds and Thoughts more upon thoſe 
Things in which all are united that love our Lord 
Jeitus Chriſt in Sincerity, than upon thoſe Things 
that are made the Occaſion of their Animoſitics, 
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And ſtill, the falloming Peace though it. fly from us, 
and taking all the Meaſures that we can to make 
Peace, ſhould be our Care and Endeavour. 

Theſe are the Ways in which we ſhould look 
after Peace in and for ourſelves, as they are God's 


Ways of keeping thoſe in Peace whoſe Minds are 
ſtayed on him. 


5. Since Truſt in God hath the Promiſe of Peace 
and qualifies for it, we ſhould therefore be excited to 
this truſting confiding Diſpoſition and Frame of Soul. 
« Truſt in him at all times, ye People, pour out 
« your Hearts before him; God is a Refuge for 
« us.” Pſal. Ixii. 8. What can be more becom- 
ing a Creature, than to ſtay it ſelf upon its Maker ? 
And what can diſcourage us from this, when the 
Goſpel hath ſo effectually provided for our Recon- 
ciliation to God, and his merciful Regards to us, 
and Care over us? It we truly love God, that will 
lead us to truſt him, and to diſlike our ſelves when- 
ever we get into a diſtruſttul Way. God loves to 
be truſted ; and the making him our Gop by 
Covenant Tranſactions, indiſpenſably oblige us to 
make him our TRUST. When we have commit- 
ted our ſelves, with every thing that concerns us, 
into his Hands, we are to remember the Vous that 
are upon us, and to be faithful to them both in Life 
and Death. Tho? he ſlay ine, yet will I truſt in 
« him.” Job xil, 15. 

T hat theſe Things may now have the more pow- 
erful and laſting Effect, the Providence of God hath 
ſo ordered it, that you ſhould have an Account of 
their being exemplified in the Spirit and Temper, the 
Life and Death of Mrs. ELIZ. HuGants. Who was 
Siſter to your ſtated Miniſter, and the eldeſt Branch 
of the Family out of which ſhe was buried this laſt 
Week. She was the D. ughter of the late Reverend 
Mr. George Hughes of Canterbury, under whole ſe- 
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rious and familiar Inſtructions ſhe was acquainted 
with the Scriptures, and with the Principles of Re- 


ligion in a catechetical Way, from a Child. His 


good Example, his affectionate Prayers, and his 
great Love of Devotion, made ſuch early and gra- 
dual Impreſſions of Religion on the Mind of the 
deceaſed, that ſhe was as one ſanctiſied from the 
Womb. 

In her Childhood ſhe was ready to impart to 


other Children the Inſtructions ſhe had received, 


and was particularly valued in the Neighbourhood 
where ſhe lived on that account. 
She was obſerved, when in London, at about 12 


Years of Age, to be moſt tenderly affected at the 


Hearing of a Sermon on theſe Words of St. Peter, 
« Whom having not ſeen, ye love: In whom, 
« though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye 
c rejoyce with Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glo- 
&« ry.” 1 Pet. i. 8. Thus early were her Affecti- 
ons carried to the World above, And by a delight- 
ful Converſe with the Scriptures and thoſe Books that 
recommend and explain them, ſhe became early 
acquainted with God, ſo as to be at Peace; and 
that Peace was ſtrengthened and continued by learn- 
ing more and more to ſtay her Mind on God. 
She was exerciſed with much Weakneſs and ma- 
y Afflictions; ſhe was call'd alſo to take a great 
Parr of the Care and Buſineſs of her Mother's 
Houſe, and of a fatherleſs Family, upon her ; 
under all Labours, and bodily Diforders, and va- 
rious Troubles and Difficulties ſtill maintaining a 
cheerful Truſt in God, and promoting the Peace 
and Good of all about her. | 
She would often ſpeak of the Unhappineſs and 
Diſappointment that attended falſe Truſts ; and tho? 
one of the moſt grateful Creatures for every Kind- 
neſs ſhe met with, yet would not allow herſelf to 
reſt on the Favour of any, without looking to the 
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firſt Mover and great Director of it. Nor was 
ſhe ever troubleſome by ſhewing an Expectation 
of greater Reſpect than was paid her; or by ex- 
preſſing any Uneaſineſs, or Diſtruſt of Gop, or of 
Friends, if Things did not ſucceed according to. 
probable Appearances, and well meant Endea- 
vours. 

She had a practical Senſe of the Perfections of 
God; ever ſetting them before her: And had a great 
regard to a ſuperintending Providence, which ſhe 
would often ſpeak. of with uncommon Diſcerning, 
and Pleaſure. The Covenant and Promiſes of God, 
were the conſtant Stay of her Mind. His Day, and 
Houſe, and Worſhip, were moſt highly eſteemed : 
And in ſacramental Surrenders and Claims ſhe took 
great Delight. Thoſe Things which too many 
would have thought a Reaſon for being abſent now 
and then from a Sacrament, ſhe would account no 
Reaſon for ſo much as one Omiſſion; but would ra- 
ther make them an Argument for cloſer and con- 
tinued Applications to Gop. And would often help 
others to get over their Hindrances and Objections. 
Her private Devotions were a continual and daily 
Help to the right ſtaying her Mind on Gop. And 
a referring all Things that befel her, to that State 
which 1s beyond the Grave, made all eaſy, yea af- 
forded much Joy. To ſhew at all Times ſuch an 
Evenneſs and Goodneſs of Diſpoſition, and ſuch a 
Truſt in the Providence and Promiſes of God, to 
the Comfort and Encouragement of all about her, 
as ſhe did, was the Wonder and Happineſs of thoſe 
that lived with her; who can ſay much more upon 
this Head, than it would be proper in this Place for 
me to do. 

She was a molt dutiful Child to her Parents; and 
a great Support and Help to an afflicted Mother un- 
der many Pains and Cares ſince her widowed State. 
She was an affectionate Siſter, a conſtant Friend, 


and 
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and good to many; in her lower Sphere doing a 
Variety of kind Offices, 

She was ftudious of Peace, and to prevent Miſ- 

underſtandings, or to remove them as far as. lay in 
her Power. 
She was diligent in Buſineſs; agreeable in Con- 
verſation; her Mind uſefully furniſn'd; her Tem- 
per ever obliging, much above the Vanities and 
Amuſements of the preſent Age, but free from all 
ſaty rical Turns upon others. Prudent without Af- 
fectation, reſpectful without Flattery, cheerful with- 
out Levity, free without Falſhood, ſteddy with- 
out Obſtinacy, and ready to every good Work. 

She was a great Example of Meekneſs and Pa- 
tience ; a Lover of charitable Actions, and of all 
good People; much eſteemed while ſhe liv'd, and 
juſtly lamented in her Death. 

And now if it ſhould be aſked, how ſuch a Per- 
ſon died, and what an End ſhe made? I anſwer, 
juſt ſuch an End as one would expect of ſuch a 
Life. Speaking gratefully of all the Kindneſs ſhe 
had met with in this World, and looking joyfully 
and with a lively Hope to the Delights of the World 
to come. In the very Pains of Death, requeſting 
of God that no impatient Expreſſions might drop 
from her Lips. And God then kept her in Peace, 
and gave her ſuch Fore-taſts of Heaven, that ſhe 
could talk of the Society and Entertainments of that 
happy. Place, as if her Pains were nothing to her 
expected Joys. She deſired to commit her Spirit 
into the Hands of her Redeemer, and declared that 
all her Truſt was in the Goſpel Covenant. And 
when the laft Prayer was concluded, that was put 
up for her about the middle of the Day, ſhe ſpoke 
of it with a particular Satisfaction: And in the cloſe 
of the Day, ſhe fell aſleep. I think we need not 
ſcruple to place her among them that „ ſleep in 
«© Jeſus, whom God will bring with him.” 1 755. 
iv. 14. This 


EL 

This is a ſhort, but (by thoſe that were beſt ac 
quainted with the Deceaſed it will be allowed) a juſt 
account of her faying her Mind on God; and of the 
many Excellencies, and valuable Qualities, which 
aroſe from, and were ſuſtained by; this pious ſteddy 
Truſt. It is not pretended, that ſhe was without 
Blemiſnes and Imperfections, either in the Matters 
of God, or in other Parts of the Conduct of Life. 
She was very ſenſiple of her own Faults, and look 
for the Remiſſion of Sins only through the Blood af 
Chriſt. She labouted under ſome Diſadvantage in 
her outward Form, but it was abundantly made up 
in the amiable Temper, and the Chriſtian Graces 
that adorn*'d her Mind. And no Faults or Blemiſhes 
ſhall be found hereafter, when that which is ſown 
in Diſbonour ſhall be raiſed in Glory, that which is 
ſown in F/eakneſs ſhall be raiſed in Power, and that 
which is ſown a natural, ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual 
Body. 1 Cor. xv. 43, 44- 

Let thoſe that mourn, therefore, be as if they 
mourned not : For the Time 1s ſhort, Let us learn 
to ſtay our Minds on God in every Condition of 
Life, and thr at all the Labours and Tryals of 
it; and then God will keep us in perfect Peace, 
real, ſolid Peace, while we live; and our Peace 
will be ſuch as ſhall not be deſtroyed even by Death 
it ſelf. «+ Mark the Perfect, and behold the Up- 
« right, for the End of ſuch is Peace. P/al. xxxvii. 


37 


When we conſider our ſelves as dying Creatures, 
it we would preſerve our Peace, we muſt watch 
againſt two Extremes, with Reſpect to our Death: 
The one is, not to lo/e the Thoughts of dying in the 
Enjoyments of Senſe and this World; tor then all 
will be Terror and Tumult when Death knocks ar 
the Door : The other is, not to give Way to a 
fiaviſh Dread, ſo as thro' Fear of Death to ſpend a 
Lite in continual Bondage.“ Thanks be to God, 
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« who giveth us the Victory, through our Lord 
& Jeſus Chriſt.” - 

To cloſe all: We ſhould look to Gop not only 
to keep us in perfect Peace, as far as ſuch Perfection 
is attainable in this World ; but we ſhould hope and 
truſt in him, to receive us to perfect Peace, as per- 
fe& as Heaven it ſelf can make it, when we go into 
that World unſeen, Therefore let us add to our 
Text the Words of the Verſe following, and let 
them abide with us: „ Truſt ye in the Lord for 
« ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting 
Strength.“ 5 


To him be everlaſting Glory. Amen. 


Of bleſſing Gon hoth when He gives and takes. 
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J os Chap. i. Ver. 21. | 

« he Lord gave, and the Lord 
« has taken away; bleſſed be the 
« Name of the Lord. 


HE Death of a very hopeful Nouth, and 
the Concern of Parents to improve ſuch 

a Providence to ſome religious Purpoſes, 
.— > occaſion my preſent Choice of the Words 
read for the Subject of the enſuing Diſcourſe. 7 
That moſt pious and excellent Man, whoſe 
Words theſe are, fets us a brave Example of Pa- 
tience, and Submiſſion to God, under the greateſt 
Trials that can befal us in this Life. And not 
only does he ſubmit to God as a Sovereign, and as 
one whom he could not reſiſt ; but he bleſſes him as 
a wiſe and juſt Diſpoſer of all Things, and as one 
with whoſe Proceedings he could find no Fault. 
The Subſtance of this Prince of the Eaſt, which 
was 'very great, had been moſtly taKen away by 
the Sabeans, and Chaldeans, invading the Land 
and deſtroying his Servants. His Sheep were con- 
umed by a great and unaccountable Fire, that fell 
as it ſeems, from the Clouds upon them. And his 
ten Children were deſtroyed by the Fall of an Houſe, 
where they were all met together. And one Meſ- 
ſenger came upon the Back of another, with theſe 
dreadful Tidings ; inſomuch that he who in the third 


6 Verſe 
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Verſe of this Chapter, is ſaid to be the reateſt of 
all the Men in the Eaſt; we find in the cloſe of this 
Chapter ſpeaking as one ſtript naked and deſtitute of 
all Things, And yet all theſe Afflictions could not 
excite a blaſphemous Thought of God. But when 
he rent his Robe, and ſhaved his Head, he fell 
down and worſhipped, and faid, Naked came I out 
of my Mother's Womb, and naked 4 J return thi- 
tber: The Lord gave, &c, © 

How ſhameful would it be for us, if when we 
meet with one Inſtance of Affliction only, or with | 
thoſe Trials that are of a leſſer Nature, compared 
with the Calamities that came upon this good Man 
all at once; if we ſhould be hurried into ſinful 
Paſſions, or 1n any thing ſhould charge God fooliſh. 
ly. This one Conſideration, that he who gives has 
an undoubted Right to take, ſhould make us bl. 
bis Name in whatever befals us. 

There are three things which by theſe Words we 
are led to inlarge our Thoughts upon. 


I. We ought to conſider Gop, as the Giver of 
all things to us : The Lord gave. 


II. We ſhould alſo own and look to TL in ny 


taking any thing away from us : The Lord hath taken 
away. 


III. His Name ſhould be Heſsd by us, when he 


takes, as welas when he gives: Bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord. 


I. We ought to conſider God as the Giver of all 
Things to us: The Lord gave All that was 
before in Poſſeſſion, that Fob had now the fad Tid- | 
ings of being gone from him, he plainly acknow- | 
ledges to have been from God. All his Wealth“ 
and Plenty, his Sheep and his Oxen, his Fields * 
83 1 
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his Cattle, his Servants and his Children, he ſpeaks 
of as the Gift of God. Let us obſerve this, and 
apply it to every thing in our own Cafe. 


1. Thoſe things which he had improved or ac- 
quired by his own Skill, and Prudence, he yet looks 
upon as the Gifts of God. His Wealth, and Lands, 
and all his Gains, he acknowledges, to be as in- 
tirely from God, as if he had done nothing toward 
the obtaining them. He mentions not his own Po 
licy, and Care, and Diligence, but aſcribes all to 
the Gift of God. He well knew, that Riches are 
not always to Men of Underſtanding, nor Favour to 
Men of Skill ; but Incidencies and Opportunities 
are from God; and in all our Devices *cis he that 
muſt direct our Steps, or elſe we ſhall deviſe hurtful, 
inſtead of profitable things. All that Wiſdom and 
Foreſight, that render a Man ſucceſsful in the Ma- 
nagement of his Affairs, are from God; and there- 
fore whatever follows upon theſe, muſt be owned 
the Gift of God. And there are ſo many Caſualties, 
and ſuch unexpected Changes, and Alterations in 
the Courſe of things in the World; that when a 
Man has concerted Matters never ſo wiſely, yet he 
can't be ſure of the Event, if God does not provi- 
dentially appear for him. Whatever therefore is 
acquired by our own Skill, Prudence, or Diligence, 
muſt be ſet down as the Gift of God. 

This is a very material Point in Religion, and 
what we find very much diſtinguiſhes good Men, 
from the Worldly and Wicked, Vain and Worldly 


Men ſpeak in the Language of the Aſſyrian, Iſai. x. 


13. By the Strength of my Hand 1 have done it, 
and by my Wiſdom, for I am prudent, &c. g. d. By 
ſuch vigorous and wiſe Applications to Perſons and 


2 and by ſuch a prudent Management of Af- 
| fairs, 


Advantages to my ſelf. Whereas a truly good 


gained this and the other, and made ſuch 
Man, . 


TID 


Man, in the midſt of all his P 

looks to God as the ſole — 2 — — — 
them: As you ſee, 1 Chron. xxix. 12. Both Riches 
and Honour come of thee, and thou reigneſt over all, 
and in thine Han # is to make great, and to give 
Strength unto all. All things come of ibee, — of 
thine © own we give thee. The Lord gave, in Job's 
Eſteem, even thoſe things which he tad acquired a 
* by his own Skill, - 


2. Thoſe Things which were enim by, FE 
common Courſe of Nature, he yet acknowledges to 
be given b ＋ God of Nature, The multiplying 
of his dis Flocks and Herds, of which the Chatdban: 
and Sabeans had now rob'd him, he reckoned 
amongſt the things which he ſays the Lord gave. And 
the natural Productions of the Earth and of his 
Grounds, by which his Cattle were fed and nouriſn- 
ed, were owned by him to be Gifts from God, 
Thus in the Prophet's Language, God is ſaid to 
hear the Heavens, and the Heavens to hear the 
Earth, when it calls for the Influences, and Showers 
thereof; and by theſe Means its Fruits are produced. 
Hof. ii. 21. The Sheep bringing forth Thouſarids 
and Ten Thouſands, and ts — Cattle being 
ſtrong to labour, is expreſiy aſcribed to the Favour 
and Bleſſing of God, P/. cxliv. the latter end. And 
the Cattle upon a thouſand Hills are all ſaid to be 
his; ſo that even thoſe Things which are common 
Bleſſings, and the immediate Productions of natural 
Cai yet are by good Men eſteemed the Gifta,of 

"Bp 

Children are more eſpecially to be acknowledged 
God's Gifts: And God is to be praiſed for making 
and forming; them in the Womb, as well as for his 
Arſt making Man out of the Duſt of the Earth. 
There are three Places of Scripture which laid toge- 


— 9 ſhew the Wiſdom and Power of God in the 
| Structure, 
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I Structure, and firſt Formation of human Bodies. 
ot Fob x. 10, 11. Pfal. xxxix. 14, 15, 16. Eccleſ. 
„ | xi. 3. And in one of the Pſalms *tis ſaid, that Chil- 
dren are an Heruage of the Lord, and the Fruit of 
the Womb is his Reward, Pſal. cxxvii. 3. A good 
of | Man looks upon his Children with a very different 
„Eye and Senſe of Things from that which the com- 
mon and corrupt Part of the World have: The Lord 
2 The Productions of Nature are the Gift of 


3. Thoſe Things which are gain'd to us by the 
Services and Kindneſs, and the Help of others, are yet 
to he eſteem'd the Gifts of God. If Fob had 
proſper d through the Faithfulneſs and wiſe Care of 
his Servants, or through the Eſtates and Lega- 
cies that came from Anceſtors and Friends; yet ſtill 
he does not reſt in the Inſtruments, and ſay, ſuch 
an one ſaved, or got, or managed gainfully for me; 
ſuch a Part of my Eſtate I had from this Hand, and 
that from another; but be Lord gave. He gave 
thoſe very Servants, which were ſo diligent in my 
Service, and profitable to me, though now ſlain : 
He gave thoſe very Friends and Inſtruments, which 
have acted for me, though now taken away: And 
therefore all that came by their Hands, and by their 
Means, muſt be eſteemed the Gifts of Gd. 

It is not ſo much the Hand that gets for us, or 
gives to us, that a good Man fixes his Eye upon ; 
as the great God who guides that Hand to be 
helpful to us. Not but that Fob had a very tender 
and grateful Senſe of the Regards due to all about 
him, as we ſee in other Parts of this Book ; but he 
knew how to make a Difference in looking to Means 
and Inſtruments, and in acknowledging the Princi- 
pal and Fountain of all Good; the Lord gave. 


E 4. Thoſe 
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4. Thoſe Things which are in a very grievous 


and remarkable Manner taken away, yet may be 


looked upon as given by God, notwithſtanding 
ſuch a Loſs of them. If any ſhould ſuggeſt, that 
ſurely Job had come ill by his Riches, and that his 
Family and his Goods and his Flocks were multi- 
plied by ill Means, ſince all were ſo remarkably 

deſtroy'd : Thoſe Suggeſtions muſt vaniſh when 
this one Expreſſion is duly conſider' d, That they | 
were the Gift of God. This plainly ſhews that he 
had taken no indirect Steps, nor liv'd in any ill 

Courſe, to procure the Things which were now 
gone; but every Thing came to him in God's Way, 
and by his Bleſſing,” ſo as that he could ſay, the 
Lord gave. A Child, an Eſtate, or this and the 
other Bleſſing may be given by God, and yet may 
be ſnatch'd away in fuch a Manner, as ſhall give 


Occaſion for Cenſure to haſty People. So Job's 


Friends reproached and cenſured him. Or it may 
ſometimes make a Man ready to accuſe and condemn 
himſelf. But ſuch was the ſincere Piety and Integri- 
ty of Job, that the Manner of loſing his Bleſſings 
does not take away the Senſe of God's giving them. 
Tho they are thus amazingly gone, yet the Lord 
gave. Yea, let his Calamities be imputed to what 
others about him pleaſed, yet he looks to God in 


his Loſſes, as well as in his outward Bleſſings. That 
leads to the next Part of the Text. 


II. We ſhould own God in the taking away of 
any Thing from us, as well as in giving it to us, 
The Lord hath taten away. What was immediately 


done by the Invaſion of Enemies, the Chaldeans 


and Sabzans, and by the Malice and Contrivance 


of the Devil raiſing Storms, and raining Fire, and 


the like; yet Fob imputes to the providential Dit- 


poſal and Permiſſion of God; the Lord hath taken 


away, 


r 

away. In this Style the Scripture conſtantly ſpeaks; 
and therefore this ſhould teach us, in all ſuch Caſes, 
to make our Submiſſions to God, and with great 
Reverence and Fear to acknowledge him. I will 
here beg Leave to enlarge a little on the two follow- 
ing Particulars only. | | 


1. It is certain that neither wicked Men, nor evil 
Spirits can take away any Thing from us, without 
God's allowing it ſo to be; and therefore it may 
properly be {aid that he takes, when he ſuffers 
them to do ſo. Hence it 1s, that, in another Part 
of this Book, Fob ſays, God hath deliver'd me to the 
Ungodly, and turned me over into the Hands of the 
Wicked, Job xvi. 11. And our Saviour tells his 
Judge, He could have no Power over him, if it 
were not given him from Above. And in the 
Chapter where our Text is, the Devil owns that 
he could do nothing againſt Fob, ſo long as there 
was an Hedge made about him, and about all that 
he had. Now what Fence could keep out Devils, 
but a Guard of Angels, or the immediate Preſence 
and Protection of God? This muſt be withdrawn, 
and God muſt give Leave to the Evil Spirits, or 
they could not break in upon him. Yea, in the 
Goſpel we are expreſly told, That a Sparrow does 
not fall to the Ground without our Father ; much leſs 
can a Family be broken, or a Life taken away, 
without God's allowing it. 

But then further, God may ſo far glorify himſelf 
by taking away ſome Perſons out of this World, 
and thoſe who are taken away may be removed in ſo 
much Mercy, and with ſuch Advantage to them- 
ſelves, that there ſhall be a ſpecial and immediate 
Agency of God in removing of them: Thus *tis 
ſaid of Enoch, He was not, for God took him. And 
many, particularly in their Youth, may be taken 
away in Mercy, to prevent their falling into thoſe 

E 2 Tempta- 


. 


Temptations and thoſe — Wich, had they 
_ longer here, they might have been ex- 
Some are taken away in Mercy, as 
well 1 1 in Judgment: But whatever be this 
Means or Inſtruments of removing any Bleſſing, 
it is certain that neither wicked Men nor evil 


Spirits can take away any Thing from us, without 
God's allowirig it o to be. 


2. When any Thing is taken from us, "tis bende 

to think of the Juſt and Sovereign Diſpoſals of Hea . 
ven, and to eye the Hand sf God, than to fix our | 
Thoughts on lower and fecond Cauſes. Enemies 
came and plunder'd Jabs Eſtate, Fire conſumed 
his Sheep, and Wind blew down the Houſe which 
kilPd his Children; but in all he looks to that God, 
to whom he knew both Fire, and Wind, and 
Enemies, and all Things were ſubject. So when 
we ſuftain any Loſs of Eſtate, or Friends, or 
Children, we ſhould do much better to eye the ſu- 
perintending Providence of God, than to perplex 
and trouble our ſelves by im our Loſſes and 
Afflictions to this and 8 other Thing, as the 1 im- 
meclare Cauſe of it. 

To keep our Eye Fa intent on Heaven will 
ink compoſe and ſtill our Paſſions. I was dumb 
and opewd, not my Month, becauſe thou didſt it, 
Pal. xxxix. 9. And this will enable us to turn in 
upon our ſelves, and conſider what God intends by 
ſuch Calamities to rebuke and correct in us, and 
what he would hereby teach us. It would ſhew us 
how ſadly ungrateful we commonly are, in not 
looking to God, and owning him as we ſhould do, 
when he gives a Bleſſing : And therefore he will 
fix our Thoughts upon him, in the taking it away, 
and ſhew us the Worth of it by the Want of it. 
This would make us more penitent that we had 


Rot Uſed fuch Bleſſings better, and . honoured God 
more 
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mort in them ind with: them: Or i we have had 
our Hearts too much ſet upon them, and wie have 
placed too much of our Satisfaction in them; tlien 
to loo upon God as taking them away, will tend 
to wean us more from every dying periſhing Com- 
fortʒ and make us more intent upon ſecuring an 
Intereſt in that Redetmer, in whom is everlaſting 
Life and Conſolation; and who hath purchaſed for 
us thoſe Things, in the Heavens, which fade not 
away. By thus looking to God, we ſhould learn 
to rejoice when any Blefling is given, with a Fear 
that would balance our Spirits; becauſe it is continu- 
ally liable to be taken away: And we ſhould truſt 
in him that takes, as knowing he allo can give 
what may be better to us, and fitter for us, than 
che Bicſings he removes. 


II. The Name of God Frould be Weed by us, 
when he takes as well as when he groves. Bleſſed th A 
the Name of the Lords We are not only to refrain 
from ſaying any thing hardly of God, or lifting up 
dur Tongues againſt him; but we muſt bleſs hit 
Name: 1 chis muſt be done inwardly with 
our Hrarts and Spirits, as well as with our 
and by our en.: rd Expreſſions. Now in this Blefs 
— Name of God the nee aan 0 
Dy. a | 


1%) An' paves him as the Meſſe and only 
Potentate, the ſovereign Director of Evil, as well as 
Good. To make God the Diſpenſer of Good, and 
not the Diſpoſer of Evil, is to make him but half 
a Governor, and it is to ſet up another Potentate 
with him and againſt him; as ſome have very cor- 
22 taught, that there is a Principle of Evil, a 

doing and directing Evil; as well as a Foun- 
abt! Good, and a God a + 
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Bur his is di ntrary to the Scripture Thes- 
For beſides God's being ſaid to be the bleſſed 


and * Putentate (which neceflarily excludes an 
evil and wicked Potentate, mixing with him in 
ruling and directing Things) he does by his Pra- 
ts of plainly, that corremive Evils are from 
„ tho' no moral Evils can be ſo ; that is, con- 
fidered in thoſe Things wherein their Immorality lieth. 
He is a God that. -hateth Triquity, and no Sin can 
dwell with him or be done by him. But as to thoſe 
Things that befal us in a Way of Loſs, or Pxniſb- 
ment, thoſe Evils which break in upon our prefent 
Peace, and croſs our Wiſhes, and take away World- 
ly Bleſſings and Enjoyments from us, theſe God 
does ſay are from him; though many of our Loſſes 
and Puniſhments ariſe from Men and Things that 
are wicked and immoral, As in that well known 
Place, Ja. xlv. 7. I form the Light, and create 
Darkneſs., I make Peace, and create Evil. And in 
that yet fuller Paſſage, Amos iii. 6. Shall there 
be Evil in a City, and the Lord has not done it? 
Can moral Evils themſelves happen, and the Lord 
not do ſomewhat ?-. as it may be there read. Shall 
not Gop do ſomething to over-rule the Courſe 
of them, when they are to become Puniſhments to 
others? And ſhall he not bring upon the Actors 
of evil Things the Fruit of their own Doings ? 
Theſe corrective Evils are neceſſary for the Go- 
vernment of the World, and for the good of God's 
own Children; and when they are directed by 
infinite Wiſdom, they are made to ſerve Purpoſes 


worthy of him who is the Father of Mercies. Bil- 


dad ſaid one of the harſheſt Things that could poſ- 
fbly be utter d, concerning Job's Children being 


Aruck dead, and taken away ſo ſuddenly, Ch. viii. 

Ver. 4. Thy Children have ſinned againſt him, and be 

A * them away in their Tranſgreſſion. hag 4 
da 
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Stab to the very Heart of Fob muſt this needs be, 
who uſed to facrifice for his Children with ſuch 
an anxious Concern, leſt they ſhould in their 
Hearts have curſed God? But this was raſhly. 
and hardly ſaid, as many other Things were, by 
Job's Friends, in the Day when God took away 
his Bleſſings from him. However, though Fob: 
might have better Thoughts of his Children, and. 
of God, in this awful Diſpenſation; yet he was 


— — _— — — — — —— 


fully appriſed of the Hand of God in the Evil 


which had befallen them; the Lord takes away. 
And even common Reaſon and Philoſophy would 
teach us, that there is nothing ſo ſhocking in 
aſcribing theſe Kinds of Evil to God, as ſome 
may imagine. *Tis a fine Paſſage out of Epifte- 
tus, (that Mr. Henry quotes in his Explication 
of the Text I am upon.) When thou art de- 
prived of any Comfort, ſuppoſe a Child taken 
away by Death, or a Part of thy Eſtate loſt; 
ſay not, I have loſt it; but, I have return'd it 
to the right Owner : And tho? thy Loſs happen'd by 
111 Hands, or ill Means, what is it to thee by what 
Hands he that gives 1s pleaſed to take what he 
gave? This is one Thing imply'd in Bleſſing the 
Name of God. | 


2. There muſt be an Owning and Adoring 
of thoſe Perfections which make up the great Name 
of God, in what Way ſoever they may be mani- 
teſted, when God takes as well as when he gives. 
Is not the Juſtice of God to be ſeen when he 
takes away this and the other Bleſſing for our 
Sin? Was not God neglected for the fake of 
ſuch a Comfort? Or was not ſome evil Af. 
tection indulged,” or ſome ill Things practiſed 
with an Eye to ſuch? And is not the Viſdam 
of God manifeſt in the Time and Circumſtan- 

2 1 ces 
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under Pain? Or when, if 
they had be they might have been 
expoſed to ngers and Temptations in 
and from f 80 as to the /avereign 
Power and Dominion of God, his Right to do 
what he pleaſes with his own Creature muſt be 
owned ; and in "diſpenſing, or with-holding / his 


Gifts ond Favours, his Sousreiguiy is to be re-. 
vered and bowed to. Thus to bleſs. the Name of 
f Perfections, Se. 5 


. Blefling. the Name of the Lord implies a a 
doing Honour to God in his Worſbip and Or- 
dinances, In the Place where God is worſhip- F' 
ed, there he is faid to ſet his Name, Fer. vii. 
12. Go ye to: my Place, which was in Shiloh, 
there I fet my Name at the firſt. And where I 
ſhould we bleſs God, but in his Houſe? Where I} 
(as the P/almiſt ſays) the People are ſtill praiſing 
Him! Ble him for his Mercies and for his 
Gifts; bleſſing him under Troubles and for his 
Fatherly Corrections; whether he gives or takes, 
Here we ſhould till be bleſſing his Name. And 
when he takes Earthiy Comforts, yet here we 
can bleſs him for what he gives in a Spiritus 
al Senſe. Does he take Worldly Things and 
an - outward Eſtate from any? Yet he gives 
Heavenly Thing and eternal Bleffings. Does 
he take away a Son, or a Friend, or a Re- 
4 vou, out of this World? Yet he 
you” his own Sox from Heaven, and his 
Spirit, * his Grace: And when ſuch Things 
au cheſe are put together in this Manner, how fen 
D it for us to ay, The: Lord IA 


gives, 
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giues, and the Lord takes away, bleſſed be the Name 
of. the, Lord. 3 5 | ane 


4. This Bleſſing God implies, a fixed ſettled Re- 
verence for God in our Minds, and very high 
and glorious, Thoughts of him abiding upon .our 
Hearts. To bleſs God with our Lips, and to 
have flight or hard Thoughts of him in our 
Minds, will be far from coming up to what is 
intended by Job in our Text. Or to profeſs 
to honour the Name and Perfections of God in 
Ia Place of. Worſhip, and to ſpeak irreverently of 
him, and of his Providences at other Times and 
on other Occaſions, this would be a grievous In- 
conſiſtency. Every ſerious, devout and reverend 
Thought of God that we ſeem to have, and 
would be thought to have, when on any folemn 
i, Y Occaſion we are worſhipping before him, ſhould 
1, Yabide with us and be manifeſted at every proper 
re ISeaſon, and in our whole Converſation after- 
ward, | 


Kc 


Thus I have gone through the ſeveral Branches 
of this Text which I propoſed to enlarge on: And 
| wiſh to God every one in this Aſſembly might 
be taught to apply, and make ſuch an Uſe of 
what has been ſaid, as to own, and honour, 
nd bleſs God more, in every Circumſtance of 
ie, | 


I. What Reaſon have many of us this Day to 
leſs @ giving God, Think over all your Mer- 
ies and Enjoyments, your Gifts ſpiritual and 
emporal, your Family Comforts and Bleſſings, 
and all your perſonal Mercies and Acquiſitions, 
and write upon all THE LORD GAV E. 
And none ſurely will be a” to bleſs a giv- 


ing 


. 
ing God. If any ſhould fail in this Part of 
their Duty, they have a great deal of Reaſon 
to fear God will take away his Unvalued Ble. 
ſings. © et N ee 


2. Let thoſe who are bereavd of any outward 
Comforts, learn alſo to bleſs a taking God. He 
that gave has an undoubted Right to take, when 
and where he ſees fit: His Wiſdom is infinite 
and unerring, he will do nothing but what is fit 
to be done: And he will one Day ſatisfie us, 
that what he does, is better than what we 'chooſe, 
whenever he does thoſe Things that cr9/5 our 
Wiſhes and Deſires. And there is nothing hap- 
pens to us which may not give Occaſion, on one 
Account or another, to bleſs his Name. If an 
have loſt, by the Managements of Victed Men, 
what they had gained by former Care and Di- 
ligence, they would do well to obſerve that Fob 
does not ſay God gave, and the Chaldzans or 
Sabæans have taken away; but he that gave 
has ſeen fit, in the Courſe of his Providence, to 
take away: And if they have a right Senſe of 
Things, they will not hereupon grow 'prophane ; 
but will humble themſelves, and till bleſs the 
Name of the Lord. And thoſe who have loſt 
their Children and Friends, and ſuch as' may have 
been the very Hope of their Families, yet ſhould 
ſit. down and ſeriouſly conſider, God gave before be 
tac; and inſtead of finding Fault, they will then 
ſ:e Reaſon to bleſs his Name, 

You eſpecially who are this Day mourning on 
Account of a- very hopeful and deſirable Youth, 
whom it has pleaſed 'God to take away from 
you by Death; you ſhould think! of -the great 
Goodneſs and Mercy of God in giving you ſuch 
& Son, and giving him ſuch early and prevail- 
2 - ing 
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ing ' Inclinations to what was Good, that you 
have ': abundance of Reaſon to hope he is ale 
away in Mercy to himſelf, however affliftive ſuch 
a Stroke may be to you. You ſhould bleſs the 
Name of that God, who made you the Parents 
of a Child that feared him, and was dutiful to 


you, and had a Concern for the Honour of Re- 


ligion, even at an Age that few begin ſo much 
as. to think of it. And when you are ſpeaking 
to your Friends and Acquaintance of the Love 
that he had to the Worſbip of God; and his 
Averſion to Swearing, and Curfiug, and prophane 
Language; and of his good Diſpoſition to Rep 
boly the Sabbath Day; and of his Care to pray 
to his Father, in ſecret, and by himſelf ; and of 
his wonderful Zove of Truth, and Diſlike of all 
falſe and. :deceitful Tricks, or lying Words, and 
of his having no fond Deſire of any Thing that 
might be generally minded by thoſe of his Age 
in the World, but ſhowing a great Regard to the 
Law. of God, and to the Goſpel Grace and Inſti- 
tutions ; when (1 ſay) you are ſpeaking of theſe 
Things, (as I have heard you mention ſeveral 
Inſtances of his Piety in theſe Reſpects) ſurely 
you will bleſs God, that gave you ſuch a Child, and 
that has now removed him from a World of Sin and 
Miſery, to a World which his Spirit ſeem'd much 
more ſuited to and fitted for. And remember that 
though he ſhall not return to you, you ſhall go to 
him: And may your meeting at the laſt Day be 

joyful to all of you. 8 1 
If any good Thing has dropt from him, that 
may at any Time have affected you, let not your 
young Monitor be forgotten, though he is removed: 
And whatever Share of your Thoughts and Af- 
fections he had, let ſo much of your Hearts and 
Thoughts go with him out of this World into 
»F 2 another, 


La] 
another, and endeavour to get more above both 
the Cares of Life, and the Fears of Death. I 
wiſh this Providence may be ſo uſeful to you, that 
you may have a Name, better than that of Sons and x 
Daughters : And if God ſhould ſpare that Branch 
of your Family that is left to you, this will be the | 
Way to have ſuch an one become the more com- 
fortable: And you, and thoſe which God has gi- 
ven you, will at laſt be made Partakers of Un" bas , 
heritance of the Saints in Light. | 

And now you will give me Leave, having ſo | 
= an Occaſion, to cloſe this Diſcourſe, by put- 

ting thoſe that are Yung upon remembring their 
Creator in the Days of their Youth. Here's one, 
at the Age of about Fifteen Years,” called out of 
this World; and will not you that are young con- 
ſider this, that Death may take you away, as well 
as thoſe. that are older? God has written his Laws 
upon your Hearts, and ſome of you are brought 
up in the Knowledge of the Scriptures, even from 
your infant Years; and the Temptations of the 
World, and the Corruptions of the Fleſh, have 
not yet defaced and ſpoiled the Impreſſions for God 
and Religion, that are made upon your Minds: 
Oh, that you would now ſet yourſelves to follow | 
after that which is Good, and to improve in the 
Fear of God, and to go to CHR1sT,' who loves 
young Diſciples, and who bleſſed little Children, and 
ſaid, fuffer them to come unto me and forbid them 
not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Let the Example of him,  - whoſe Death I 
have been ſpeaking of, be ſet before you in ſuch 
THO as thole-I have mentioned. Don't keep | 

way from the Worſhip of God: And don't 
be idle, and vain, - 7 trifling when you are 
in it. You ſhould alſo learn to pray in ſecret, 
and ſhould never go 40 Sleep without firſt put- 


ting 
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ting up your Prayers to God. Tou ſhould 
I be careful not to learn any ill Words, but ra- 
it ther, to 7eprove' thoſe that curſe and ſwear, and 
d are prophane, as the Youth that is gone was 
1 known to do. You ſhould deteſt the Profanati- 
on of the Lord's Day, and remember to keep 
that holy, as ever you expect God ſhould bleſs | 
you on oth& Days, or that he ſhould take you 
to his everlaſting Reſt above. You ſhould be 
very dutiful to your Parents, and Superiors; and 
be ſure to love Truth, and to avoid all Lying 
and Deceit. And you ſhould not be tempted 
from theſe Things by the Looſeneſs, and Wick- 
edneſs, 'and Vanity of other young Creatures that 
you ſee have no Senſe of that which is good ; 
but rather affect, and be ambitious of a Singularity, 
in that which is commanded by God. | 
If this Diſcourſe may but gain the Heart of 
one young Perſon for God, there will be Foy in 
Heaven this Day; and 1 would hope, that ſuch 
may become very uſefut on Earth too. I know, 
indeed, there have been ſeveral, who have ſeem- 
ed very ſerious in their younger Days, and yet 
have afterwards caſt off Religion and the Fear of 
God, as if theſe had been amongſt their childiſh 
Things. From being the Children of Men, they 
have commenced Children of the Devil, and have 
been unmindful of the God that made them, and 
brought them up. But, generally ſpeaking, young 
Converts become the molt knowing and eminent 
Chriſtians, They have the moſt Time, and 
beſt Advantages, for Improvement. And we 
J ſhould endeavour to give thoſe contmual and 
growing Evidences of the Power of Religion 
in the firſt Impreſſions it made on our Hearts, 
| that we may be pronounced by him, who 
| knows what is in us and what is profeſs'd by 
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us, to be Malte indeed, in whom there: is a | 
8 IP 

Let-not the Young deſpiſe, and forget What is 
now ſaid. May 2 ſay, that one of kr: ar our own 


Age and Company hath died, the more 
to teach you theſe Things? 

Let not Parents be — 9 to tall over Things 
of this Nature with their Children. 

And let not any of you live and act, fo, as that 
even Children ſhould riſe up againſt you, and con- 
demn you for your Ignorance, — or ee 
lity, at a Judgment Day. 


4. 


Now to the great Sovereign 4 Life and Death, be 
Glory and. Dominion for ever, AMEN. ! 
oo, - on ? | 
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Page 5. Line 9. read, while Men db not know 
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Treatiſe of that being born again without 
* which no · Man can be ſaved. To which is 


added, a Diſcourſe on the Duty and Advantage of 
Piety. And ſome Extracts from a late 
Iritey, ſuited to the Deſign of this Treatiſe, The 
Fourteenth Edition. | 
II. The Lordſhip of CHRTSH conſidered, as it 
extends both to the Dead and Living; and as ac- 
quired by his dying, riſing again, and reviving. In 
two Sermons preached at the Merchant's-Lecture at 
Sulter s-Hall, July 28, and Auguſt 11, 1724. The 
Second Edition. 

III. The Change of Times and Seaſons conſider'ꝰd 
and improw d, both as referring to private Life, and 
to the Kingdoms of this World. A Sermon preach'd 
at Salters- Hall, Oct. 20, 1724. 

IVV A Treatiſe on the Religious Obſeryation of the 
Lory's-Day, according to the expreſs Words of 
the Fourth Commandment. The Third Edition. 

V. A Treatiſe on the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and its 
leading Men to Hardneſs of Heart; with the 
Means appointed to prevent both its hardening and 
deceiving. The Fourth Edition. 

VI. The General Mourning religiouſly improved. 
In a Sermon on the Death of King Gzorc I. 

VII. Some Thoughts on the KI xs of this Earth, 
bringing their Glory into the Heavenly City. A Ser- 
mon preached at Salters-Hall, Oct. 31, 1727. 

VIII. The Great Concern of Human Life : Ora 
ſummary Account of the Fear of Gop, and keeping 
his Commandments, The Third Edition. To which 


is now added, Human Virtues : Or a Collection of 


the 
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the Rules of Scripture, that teach Men to live ſoberly 


and to be happy in 7/ emſel ves. With Tree Di,. 
courſes on SELF POSSESSION, as it is the Happineſs 
only of a True Chriſtian. © © 

IX. A Sermon occaſioned by the Death of the 
late Reverend Mr. Thomas CoTTon, M. A. 
Preached at Hampſtead, ' July. 26, 1730. To which 
is added, a Diſcourſe at the Grave. 


3 r 2 
8 * 1 MS 4 
_ of „ 


ene 
2 n 5 4 


X. Juſtice in all. its Branches: Or a Colledtion of 


the Rules of Scripture; that teach Men to do juſtly. 
Which includes alſo the Rules for Reparation of In- 
juries, with the Nature and Neceſſity of Reſtitution, 
XI. Charity in all its Branches: Or a Collection 
of the Rules. of Scripture that teach Men tO love. 
Mercy, &c. | 
XII. Knowledge and Charity conſidered, pa- 
rate and. <p in a Sermon preached at Neu. 
tingbam, July 16, 1732. 02d. 
XIII. A Sermon on MaRRIACR, Preacher at 
Reel on occaſion of the Marriage of the 
Princeſs Royal with the Prince. of Orange. 
XIV. A Sermon preached at the New MzzTinG. 
Hovse in Carter-Lane, on the firſt Day of OPpX- 
ING, it for Religious Worſhip, Dec. 3, 1734. 
XV. SexieTvRE and TRADITION conſidereds, 
In a SERMON on Epheſ. ji. 20, preached at Salters- 


Hall, Febr. 6, 1735. The Seen FAST 
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